A review of the literature on orientation as an indicator of level of consciousness.
To review and compare the concepts of orientation and level of consciousness. Literature review, including studies of orientation as an indicator of level of consciousness, in the domains of nursing, medicine, and neuropsychology. Orientation to time, place, and person as a measure of level of consciousness is poorly understood. The nursing practice of assessing orientation is common in many practice settings, yet little research has been done to validate whether it is meaningful. This review lays important groundwork for future evidence-based research into the use of orientation as an indicator of level of consciousness.